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Sunday, December 5, 2010 

Eucharist 
Saturday  5:30 p.m. 
Sunday  7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
July & Aug.   7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. 
Mon-Fri  6:45, 8:00, 11:30 a.m. 
June 1 - Sept. 10 6:45 and 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday  9:00 a.m. 
Holy Day  Consult bulletin 
Holiday  9:00 a.m.  
 
Penance 
Saturday AT 4:30 p.m. in Church or by appointment. 
 
Baptism 
The sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated at a ceremony 
following the last Mass on the following dates:  December 12, 
January 9, February 13.  Please call the rectory to schedule the 
Baptism.  If this is your first child, please schedule several 
months in advance so that you can attend the pre-Baptismal 
class which takes place on a bi-monthly basis. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA 
A process for non-Catholics who wish to experience parish 
community and join the Catholic Church. Also for Catholics 
who wish to return to the Church or have not celebrated 
Eucharist. 

Marriage 
Arrangements must be made at the rectory ONE YEAR prior 
to date of Marriage. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is in the 
Ministry Center Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Liturgy until 
Benediction at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Anointing of Sick 
Communal celebration as scheduled or individual Anointing at 
home by appointment. 
 
Visitation to Homebound 
Contact the rectory to arrange for a visit to home, hospital or 
nursing home. 
 
The Word 
Academy of Our Lady  201-445-0622  
Pre-K-8th grade including before school and after school care. 
 
Religious Education  201-444-5690 
For children in grades K-8 who attend a public school. 
 
Parish Registration 
New parishioners and those not registered, please take a 
Welcome Packet from the Narthex. Please inform rectory 
when you move or change phone number. 

Mission Statement 
We, the parish community of St. Catharine, nourished and sustained by the Eucharist,  

are dedicated to spreading the Good News by word and example. 



Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2010 

The earth shall be filled with knowledge of the 
LORD, as water covers the sea.  — Isaiah 11:9 
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What We Control 
 

Last week in writing about Advent attitudes and allowing our 
community of Saint Catharine to provide for some alternative 
activities to slow us down, I think I might have left out a vital 
part of the message.  In listening to people’s feelings of being 
completely overwhelmed at this time of year I might say what 
do we expect? 
 

The world is moving at a rapid pace and it is by and large 
fixated on the economics of Christmas.  Given the past couple 
of years, maybe it’s a good thing that there is something to 
help stimulate the economy.  Still we don’t want to reduce our 
religious experience to a worldly event.  Don’t we all resent 
people not even being allowed to utter the words, “Merry 
Christmas”, but instead only being permitted the very vanilla, 
“Happy Holidays”!   That having been said we cannot expect 
the world to change, we have to change. 
 

While making all our other preparations of decorating, sending 
cards, buying gifts and making holiday plans there is one 
large priority we should not leave out.  That is, a heightened 
awareness of the presence of God in our lives.  The Advent 
readings almost every day remind us to pay attention.  The 
rest of the world does not have to join us.  It will not slow 
down, become meditative or anything of the sort but we can.  
God is all around us if we take the time to heighten our 
awareness. 
 

Too often in life we spend lots of time and energy trying to 
change and affect things over which we have no control.  So 
let the world do its thing and let us in the midst of it all, focus 
on what we believe to be most important aspect of this time of 
this season, namely, the presence of Christ, Emmanuel, God 
being truly with us.  So in the three weeks leading up to the 
birth of Jesus I encourage you to stay focused so that on 
December 25th we are celebrating the true significance of the 
day.  That is the only thing we control.  Find your peace during 
this beautiful time of year. 

Liturgy Corner 
Prepare the way of the Lord!  Repent!  
St. Matthew introduces us to John the 
Baptist who is clearly in line with the 
Old Testament prophets.  He lives a life 

of rigor and penance in the desert, a living testimony 
to God.  John is the herald about whom Isaiah wrote.  
From the “stump of Jesse”, which seemed dead and 
useless, suddenly comes a new shoot, a bud, a ruler 
filled with the Lord’s own spirit.  This new leader will 
bring justice for the poor and afflicted, a justice in 
which creation itself will share.  Isaiah’s poetic 
imagery gives us a powerful vision of what this new 
era will be like, when all our old enmities are set 
aside.  Lord Jesus, we hear the call of John the 
Baptist.  We come to You in sorrow for our sins and 
open to Your grace. 

 A special thank you to all who 
donated to our annual Turkey Drive for 

Resurrection Parish in Jersey City.  You made 
Thanksgiving special for many of the 300 families 
that rely on Resurrection’s Emergency Food 
Closet every week.  Your donations amounted 
to $3,650 - the most we ever received! 

 
 

 

  
Thank you parishioners and friends of St. Catha-
rine for your donations to purchase the green altar 
cloth, stoles and chasuble as well as the leader of 
song cloth and lectern cloth.  In addition, we were 
also able to buy, with those monies, a purple 
chasuble and stoles which will be used for Lent. 
 

Through your generosity we were able to purchase 
those items without using the Church funds. 

Whatsoever you do for the least of 
my people, that you do for me…” 

 

NOVEMBER MONTHLY OFFERINGS 
 

Sacrificial Offering November 2009  $52,122 * 
  Sacrificial Offering November 2010  $47,535 

 

           ParishPay November 2009  $6,523 
           ParishPay November2010  $8,076 

 

    Maintenance & Repair 2009  $5,459 
      Maintenance & Repair 2010  $7,599 

 

Catholic Charities 2009  $2,024 
Catholic Charities 2010  $3,392 

 

Thanksgiving 2009: $2,458     2010: $1,526 
* five weekends 

Thank you for your generosity to St. Catharine 

      Immaculate Conception of the 
       Blessed Virgin Mary 

                   Wednesday, December 8th is the Solemnity of the    
                   Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.    
                 It is a day of obligation for all Roman Catholics.  We  

                  will celebrate Eucharist in the Church at  
                     6:45 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 12:05 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
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Presider’s Intention 
 

Saturday, December 4 
 5:30 p.m. Stephen Crane req. Rose Crane 
Sunday, December 5 
 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners 
 9:00 a.m. Robert Carroll req. D’Angelo Family 
 10:30 a.m. Renee Koenig (1st Anniversary)   
   req. Directravel Finance Department 
 12:00 p.m. Frank Gizzi (24th Anniversary)  
   req. Lois Gizzi 
Monday, December 6 
 6:45 a.m. Caitlin Alvaro req. Maureen & Joe Graziano 
 8:00 a.m. Joseph Maguire req. Marty & Noreen Petraitis 
 11:30 a.m. Stanley Seibert req. Monica Seibert 
Tuesday, December 7 
 6:45 a.m. John & Julia Rindos req. Estate 
 8:00 a.m. Bruce Strzelczyk (5th Anniversary) 
   req. Maria Strzelczyk 
 11:30 a.m. Joseph Maguire req. Testa Family 
Wednesday, December 8: Immaculate Conception 
 6:45 a.m. All Parishioners 
 8:00 a.m. Geraldine Barry req. Cynthia & Ron Barry 
 12:05 p.m. Arthur Thompson req. Castoro Family 
 7:30  p.m. William Ronner req. Mary Wilson 
Thursday, December 9 
 6:45 a.m. Dorothy Orlando req. Karen Norton 
 8:00 a.m. Richard Lombardi req. Edna & Walt Amos 
 11:30 a.m. Joseph Maguire req. Erma & Bob McCarthy 
Friday, December 10 
 6:45 a.m. Robert Brennan req. Kevin & Anne Brennan 
 8:00 a.m. Joseph Maguire req. O’Malley Family 
 11:30 a.m. Timothy Biggs  
   req. Robert & Blanche Rapenske 
Saturday, December 11 
 9:00 a.m. Regina Corthell req. AMPS 
 5:30 p.m. Margret Lettieri req. Howard Family 
Sunday, December 12 
 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners 
 9:00 a.m. Gertrude G. Coyle req. Mary Alice Coghlan 
 10:30 a.m. Jerome Miller req. Diane  Herrlett 
 12:00 p.m. Ralph Passafiume req. Petagno Family 

            Sharing the Gift of Treasure 
                 “It is my wish that you may be found rich in       

                 the harvest of justice which Jesus Christ has 
ripened in you, to the glory and praise of God.”  

Philippians 1:9-11 
The harvest of justice is the tangible benefit we perceive 

when people take seriously the role of steward.  Their 
vision becomes outer-directed toward those in need. 

CHRISTMAS DRIVES 
   Our Christmas collection to benefit adults at  
   Bergen Regional Medical Center and  
   children in Resurrection Parish, Jersey City,  
began last weekend.  Please take a tag from the 
basket as you leave church and place it on your 
wrapped gift.  When you return with the gift, please put 
it under the tree and place an ornament on our tree as 
a symbol of the generosity of our parish family. 
 

The adult gifts for Bergen Regional Medical Center 
residents must be returned to church no later than 
Sunday, December 5th.  The residents will enjoy 
them at an early Christmas celebration this year. 
 

The children’s gifts will be delivered to Resurrection 
Parish Sundays, December 12th & 19th after the 
noon Mass.  Please have them to Church no later 
than these dates or they will miss the delivery for 
Christmas. 
 

As always, we will have a monetary collection to 
support St. Catharine’s ministry to the homeless.  A 
specially marked drop box will be placed in the 
narthex.  This collection will continue throughout  the 
Christmas season. 
God bless you, and thank you for your 

generosity! 

Christmas Caroling to Homebound 
Parishioners.  We extend to our parish family 
the opportunity to  celebrate the Birth of Christ 
with our parishioners who are homebound by 

Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 12th. Carolers will 
meet in Community Hall at 1:15 p.m.  You don’t need to have 
a great voice, you just need to care!  Please RSVP to the 
rectory 201-445-3703.  Please join us!  

Christmas in Poinsettias.  You are invited 
to dedicate the Christmas flowers that adorn the 
Predella and Church during the season of 
Incarnation to a loved one or in memory of a loved 

one.  By helping to make our Church look festive, you bring 
others to prayer while uniting your loved one to the solemnity of 
the entire Christmas season. 

Name of the dedicated  
_____________________________________________________ 
Who is  ______ living           ______ living in glory with God 

Amount of Dedication: __$25  __$50  __$100  $__Other 

Name of person making the Dedication 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (_______) _____________________________ 
Return form with donation in the collection basket or mail to the rectory. 



“WORK OF HUMAN HANDS” SALE 
December 11th & 12th,Community Hall 

See the flyer in today’s bulletin for more information.  
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Sunday Family Catechesis 
Program will take place today, 
December 5th, beginning at  1:15 p.m. 
in Church.  Please remember to bring 

a wrapped gift for a child in The Nurturing Place.  Parents and 
children will meet in Church.  
 

Monday and Tuesday CCD Classes will have an Advent 
Prayer Service on Monday, December 6th and Tuesday 
December 7th beginning at 3:45 p.m. in Church.  On Monday 
children bring unwrapped gifts for a child whose mother is in the 
Edna Mahon Correctional Facility for Women.  On Tuesday the 
children bring a wrapped gift for a boy or girl for the Nurturing 
Place.  Parents are encouraged to join us for the Advent Prayer 
Service at 3:45 p.m. both days.  
 

A First Penance/Reconciliation Workshop will be held for 
children receiving the Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation for 
the 1st time on Saturday, Dec. 11th.  The workshop goes from 
9:30 a.m. - 12 noon and is held in the school.  

Academy of Our Lady 
 

PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTER FOR 2011 - 2012 

 

Academy of Our Lady offers both full-day and half-day 
experiences for Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten.  
 

Extended day options are run by certified teachers: Morning 
Care begins at 7 AM;  After-Care ends at 5:30PM.  
 

Pre-K 4 program choices include 3, 4 or 5 half day sessions. 
The additional Enrichment Program for four year olds, which 
provides for full days, adds foreign language and computer lab. 
 

Pre-K 3 years old is a half-day morning program (8:30-11AM) 
for two, three or five days per week with the option for 
Adorable Angels, an extended day program. 
 

NEW!!! Pre-K 2 years old is half-day morning program (8:30 - 
11 AM) for two days, Tuesday and Thursday, with the option 
for Adorable Angels, an extended day program.  
 

The Kindergarten full academic program offers computer 
class, math, reading/pre-reading, music, religion, phys ed, 
Spanish by a fully-licensed faculty assisted by full-time aides. 
Enrichment adds foreign language and computer lab. 
 

Individualized tours can be arranged by calling Mrs. Katie 
Branagh, Registrar and Patricia Keenaghan, Principal, at 201-
445-0622. Please see our website for more details:  

www.academyofourlady.org 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR! 
Join with other children in the parish as they lead 

us in song at the noon mass on Christmas Day 
 

The remaining rehearsals are on Thursdays Dec 
16th and 23rd from 7-7:30 p.m. in the Hope Room 

 

Please sign up by emailing Music@stcatharinechurch.org 
Children must be in Grades 1-5. 

?? Contact Sally Trahan at  Music@stcatharinechurch.org 

St. Catharine Choir for 
CHRISTMAS 

 

COME SING WITH US AT THE 9 PM 
MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE! 

Remaining rehearsals are Thursday 
nights from 7:45-8:30 p.m., Hope 

room on Dec. 16 & 23 
Please register by email to: 

music@stcatharinechurch.org 
Open to all ages 18 and up! 

G.I.F.T. presents... 
"Joy of the Spiritual Life"  
Presenter:   Rev. Jim Martin  

Thurs., Dec. 9, 7:30-9 pm, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
 

Join the G.I.F.T. community during this Advent season as we 
gather together with award winning author of My Life with the 
Saints and one of the most popular speakers in the Catholic 
Church today.  Fr. Jim us extremely engaging and is able to 
draw joy and humor as well as helpful insights through looking 
at our lives.  His background in the business world prior to 
entering the Jesuits and his busy career in the media help 
contemporary Catholics be open and grounded people of faith 
that is needed in our world today.  All are welcome!  

Retirement Fund for Religious 
Retirement Fund helps senior religious.  “As expenses 
continue to increase and economic difficulties tighten our 
income, we appreciate more and more the help of the 
Retirement Fund,” notes a woman religious.  Your tax-
deductible donation to the Retirement Fund for Religious 
supports the day-to-day care of thousands of elder sisters, 
brothers and religious order priests.  Please Share in the Care 
and give generously to next week’s second collection. 

PARISH ANNIVERSARY  
JANUARY 22, 2011 



PARISH & FAMILY LIFE NEWS 
 

Annette Gallagher 201-612-4660 / ParishFamilyLife@stcatharinechurch.org 
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WOMEN, SAVE THE DATE! 
The newly formed St. Catharine Women’s Sharing 
Group will have their first get together on Tuesday 
evening, December 14th from 7:30-8:45 p.m.  
The group will reflect on the season of Advent.  All 
women are welcome.  Moving forward, this group 
will meet monthly.  There will be both a daytime 
and an evening group.  Questions?  Call Annette - 
info above. 

 

M.O.T.H.E.R.S. 
  M.O.T.H.E.R.S. - Mothers Organized to 
Help, Educate, Recreate & Support.  

MOTHERS is open to working and stay-at-home moms with 
children of all ages.  We warmly invite you to inquire about 
membership..  Please contact: 
    Brigid - brigidmahon@yahoo.com or 201-857-2080 
or Sharon - ssmartinjal@verizon.net or 201-612-7719. 
 

A big THANK YOU to all the MOTHERS who 
helped wrap bread not only for our Thanksgiving 
service, but also for the Glen Rock Religious 
Communities Thanksgiving Eve Service.  

We really appreciate your help & service! 
 

Visit our website for activities and information! 
www.mothersofstc.org 

SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Shawl Ministry is wrapping up 2010 and 
spreading cheer with December’s shawl donations at 
the next morning and evening meetings on 
December 7th at 9:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the 
meeting room of the Ministry Center.  Please note 
that the evening meeting is a week earlier than 
usual.  Supplies and directions are available in a 
welcoming atmosphere for anyone interested in 
creating  shawls/lapghans.  Ministry members learn 
new skills as they work on and bless their projects 
for anyone needing a blessing due to an illness, loss 
of a loved one or other life altering events.  Members 
and recipients need not be parishioner of St. 
Catharine parish.  To request a shawl, use the cards 
o n  t h e  n a r t h e x  t a b l e  o r  e m a i l 
stcatharineshawlministry@gmail.com.   

LITURGY OF THE WORD  
FOR CHILDREN 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12thAT THE 10:30 AM 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS MINISTRY UPDATE 
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS THIS WEEKEND 

Come have your blood pressure checked from 8-12 TODAY in Community Hall 
 

Hand washing is a simple thing and it’s the best way to prevent infection and illness.   
So lather up!  A health tip courtesy of you Parish Nurses! 

       ST. CATHARINE ASSOCIATION 
     OF MATURE PARISHIONERS 

 
 

The 9:00 a.m. Mass this Saturday, December 11th 
will be in memory of Regina Corthell. 
 

Our next General Meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
January 20th in the Community Hall.  Please use the Bell 
Tower entrance.  We will have as a speaker Virginia Holtz 
from West Bergen Metal Health. We invite eligible 
parishioners, i.e. those fifty years or older, who are interested 
in joining to come to this meeting.  If anyone is in need of 
transportation to the meeting please call Ronnie Fleissner at 
201-447-4580.  
 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Our Annual Christmas Party at the Brownstone is scheduled 
for Thursday, December 16th.  Entertainment will be by the 
Chase Acito duo.  Festivities start at 12 noon, and the cost is 
$35.  Contact Bob Dour at 201-444-1024 for reservations.  
 

St. Patrick’s Day at the Royal Manor, Garfield, on Thursday, 
March 10th.  Festivities start at 11:30 a.m. followed by 
entertainment.  The cost is $45.  Call Mary Wilson 201-791-
3812 for reservations. 

 

Festival of Lights  
This annual, beautiful, spiritual, Youth 
Ministry Christmas gift to our parish 

community will take place in Church on 
Sunday, December 19th at 7:30 p.m. 
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“We need silence to be able to touch souls.  The essential 
thing is not what we say but what God says to us and 
through us.  Jesus is always waiting for us in silence.  In that 
silence, He will listen to us; He will speak to our souls.  And 
there we will hear His Voice.”  - Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
 

Loyola House of Retreats in Morristown invites St. 
Catharine’s parishioners to attend the last silent retreat for 
Women offered this Fall.   
 

 Fr. Charles Moutenot, S. J. will present the December 10-
12, 2010 Retreat this year.   His theme for this retreat will be 
“Letting Go and Embracing.”   This retreat is filling up fast so 
let us know A.S.A.P. if you are planning to attend. 

 

For more information or to reserve your space, call  
Erma McCarthy 201-652-1460 or Mary Weinstein 201-773-6239. 

CYO TONIGHT: Bowling 
Dec. 12th: Christmas Crafts/Open Gym 
Please call Mrs. Miller with any questions: 201-693-3743. 

Peace and Justice Corner 
 

The Dignity of Work 
From the beginning, God called on man to work, to “subdue 
the earth.” 
 

In his second letter to the Thessolonians, Paul instructs the 
congregation on the necessity of work: 
 

“Nor did we eat food received free from anyone. On the contrary, 
in toil and drudgery, night and day we worked, so as not to 
burden any of you.  If one of you is unwilling to work, neither 
should that one eat.  Such people we instruct and urge in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and to eat their own food.” 
 

Pope John Paul II reminds us in “Laborem Exercens”: “Work is 
a good thing for man - a good thing for his humanity - because 
through work man not only transforms nature, adapting it to his 
own needs, but he also achieves fulfillment as a human being 
and indeed, in a sense, becomes ‘more a human being’.” 
 

He goes on to link the importance of work as the provider for 
the family and the foundation for its education, and how man 
“intends his work also to increase the common good 
developed together with his compatriots.” 
 

Mayor Corey Booker of Newark expresses this well when he 
said, “Work provides dignity. It’s a powerful moral, spiritual 
transition a person makes.” 
 

JP II summarizes the thesis in Laborem Exercens by teaching 
us that “in work, thanks to the light that penetrates us from the 
Resurrection of Christ, we always find a glimmer of new life, of 
the new good.. which man and the world participate precisely 
through the toil that goes with work. Through toil - and never 
without it.” 
 

Providing for the poor, the immigrant or any of the 
disenfranchised is at the core of Catholic Social Justice.   We 
need to advocate for policies and institutions that give people 
the opportunity to work in safety and with a reasonable 
expectation to earn a living wage. Just as sweat shops and 
concentration camps robbed workers of their humanity, so do a 
permanent system of handouts and low expectations.  We 
must work to insure that our institutions provide opportunities 
for work that allows one to feed his family with dignity, and we 
must support those who choose to work. 

 
 
 

PLEASE HELP! 
Can you help us decorate the Church for Christmas?  
Helpers are needed Sunday, December 19th at 12:45 PM 
in Church to decorate.  Please call Rachael 201-652-7173 
or Nancy 201-670-9768 if you can lend a hand. 

NEXT WEEKEND’S PRESIDERS 
(always subject to change) 

Saturday 12/11   5:30 p.m.  Fr. Benedetto 
Sunday 12/12   7:30 a.m.  Fr. Benedetto 
   9:00 a.m.  Fr. Sebastian 
 10:30 a.m.  Fr. Tom 
 12:00 p.m.  Fr. Tom 

Whatsoever you do for the least of 
my people, that you do for me…” 
 

Our next monthly food collection for the 
hungry poor of Resurrection Parish, Jersey 

City will take place next  weekend, December 11th & 12th at 
all Masses.  Resurrection Parish now services more than 
300 families on a regular basis.  Please take one of our 
cards that list needed items and remember to fill a bag with 
your generosity in Jesus’ Name for December’s collection.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

THANK YOU! 
All the new Advent and Christmas decorations 

were personally donated by some of our 
parishioners.  However, we are still in need of 

additional outdoor banners.  If you would like to 
donate towards them, please a send donation to 
the rectory marked “Banners” or call the parish 

office at 201-445-3703. 
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