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Sunday, January 10, 2010 

Eucharist 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
July & Aug.  7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. 
Mon-Fri 6:45, 8:00, 11:30 a.m. 
July & Aug. 6:45 and 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Day Consult bulletin 
Holiday 9:00 a.m.  
 
Penance 
Saturday AT 4:30 p.m. in Church or by appointment. 
 
Baptism 
The sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated at a ceremony 
following the last Mass on the following dates:  January 10, 
February 7, April 18 (2:00PM).  Please call the rectory to 
schedule the Baptism.  If this is your first child, please 
schedule several months in advance so that you can attend the 
pre-Baptismal class which takes place on a bi-monthly basis. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA 
A process for non-Catholics who wish to experience parish 
community and join the Catholic Church. Also for Catholics 
who wish to return to the Church or have not celebrated 
Eucharist. 

Marriage 
Arrangements must be made at the rectory ONE YEAR prior 
to date of Marriage. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is in the 
Ministry Center Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Liturgy until 
Benediction at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Anointing of Sick 
Communal celebration as scheduled or individual Anointing at 
home by appointment. 
 
Visitation to Homebound 
Contact the rectory to arrange for a visit to home, hospital or 
nursing home. 
 
The Word 
Academy of Our Lady  201-445-0622  
Pre-K-8th grade including before school and after school care. 
 
Religious Education  201-444-5690 
For children in grades K-8 who attend a public school. 
 
Parish Registration 
New parishioners and those not registered, please take a 
Welcome Packet from the Narthex. Please inform rectory 
when you move or change phone number. 

Mission Statement 
We, the parish community of St. Catharine, nourished and sustained by the Eucharist,  

are dedicated to spreading the Good News by word and example. 
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2010 Men's Cornerstone 
“A New Year’s resolution is something that goes in one year and out the other.” - Anonymous 

 

 It’s that time of year many of us make resolutions.  It’s that time that we want to change, improve our lives, or do something new.  
For many, we see the New Year as a time to deepen our faith or grow closer to the Lord.  Why not let this be the year to attend a 
Cornerstone weekend?  It’s a wonderful way to reflect on what truly matters in your life, and to become more Christ-centered.  
Come and trust what the Lord has in store for you.  In Revelation 21:5, God says, “Behold I make all things new!” 
 

The St. Catharine Men's Cornerstone will take place on Friday, February 26th and Saturday, February 27th  (Friday evening to 
Saturday evening) in the St. Catharine Ministry Center.  For more information, contact   George Carbone at 201-670-1372/
geocarbone@aol.com, or Bob Stickles at 201-406-0277/rjstickles@aol.com.   

Coping With Winter 
 

By my title you can see where my sentiments lie, winter is not 
my favorite time of the year.  There was a time I convinced 
myself that I loved the 4 seasons but as for now, give me San 
Diego weather 365 days a year.  I am not a person that skis or 
does anything else with winter activities so coping is the right 
word. 
 

Although I kid a bit there are some serious ramifications to 
dealing with the kind of cold we have experienced lately.  
Between gray skies and spending more time indoors it is a 
recipe for depression and a draining of energy.  The coping I 
speak about includes being pro-active.  When you cannot get 
out spend more time on the phone, do not become isolated.  
Watch movies and TV shows that are uplifting and not filled 
with darkness and violence.  Think positive thoughts like, we 
already have 40 more minutes of daylight than the shortest day 
of the year, twenty in the morning and twenty in the evening.   
 

While I am on the subject I want to assure some of our 
parishioners who struggle with walking and breathing in the 
cold weather to make caution your watch word.  I know 
everyone was raised on Sunday obligation for Mass but this 
does not include putting yourself in harm’s way.  If you have 
any doubt about whether to come out, stay home and watch 
Mass on TV.  We make every effort to clean the lot and 
approaches to church but many times the snow event is 
occurring during the Mass times and the task becomes 
impossible. 
 

A couple of weeks from now we will be having our annual 
parish anniversary dinner dance.  We have made a real effort 
to keep it affordable and it happens during the middle of the 
winter doldrums, so I hope many more will attend this year as 
we celebrate ourselves as parish.  It will also be the first major 
event that our new priest Fr. Joe will attend.  One final 
comment is if there is anything I can do for you during these 
winter months call me at the rectory maybe I can tell you a joke 
or just spend a few minutes with you on the phone.  Pray with 
me that the winter of 2010 will soon be the spring of 2010 and 
before you know it we will be complaining how hot it is. 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
All are invited to spend one hour in prayer on Wednesday, 
January 20th at 7:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church in support of the sanctity of human life.  Let us gather in 
prayerful support of all those who will make the journey to 
Washington, D.C. on Friday the 22nd to protest the anniversary 
of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortion in 
the U.S.  Prayers, the rosary and homily will be followed by 
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

  All are welcome! 

MARCH FOR LIFE PILGRIMAGE TO 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

All parishioners are invited to join St. Catharine’s bus 
pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. for the March for Life on 
Friday, January 22.  We will join a peaceful march to support 
the right to life and protest the US Supreme Court’s 1975 
decision in Roe v. Wade which legalized abortion. 
 

The cost will be $35 per person (including coffee and donuts).  
We will depart at 7:30 a.m. (after the 6:45 mass) and return at 
about 9:30 p.m.   
 

Please contact Sheila or Steve Kenny to reserve a seat and for 
further information,  201-670-7199.  Then please mail a check 
payable to “St. Catharine” to 905 S. Maple Avenue, Glen Rock, 
NJ 07452.  Please write “LIFE MARCH” on your  envelope. All 
are welcome! 

 

Thank You from Resurrection Parish  
 

Dear St. Catharine Parishioners: 
 

A heart felt tanks to all of you who so generously responded to 
your giving tree.  The children were delighted with the beautiful 
toys that you sent.  The food, toys and other gifts were 
distributed through our food pantry to needy families.  The 
recipients asked us to express their gratitude for your 
generosity.  You brought happiness to many people this 
Christmas.  Thank you so much and may God bless you in the 
New Year.   
 

Sincerely, Sister Mary Lynch, Resurrection Parish 
We were overwhelmed by the generosity of St. Catharine 

parishioners, especially during these difficult economic times. 
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Presider’s Intention 
 

Saturday, January 9 
 5:30 p.m. Florence Brantigan (4th Anniversary) 
   req. Frank Brantigan 
Sunday, January 10 
 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners 
 9:00 a.m. Rosemary Mayer req. Mayer Family 
 10:30 a.m. Mary Lou Hull req. Margery Loftus 
 12:00 p.m. Mary Lou Hull req. Russell Barcadepone & 

Sandy Martin 
Monday, January 11 
 6:45 a.m. Joseph Pernesiglio req. Martin Ward 
 8:00 a.m. Bill Cessario req. John Porco 
 11:30 a.m. Justin Weisleder req. Joan Reilly 
Tuesday, January 12 
 6:45 a.m. Grace Strzelczyk req. Martin Ward 
 8:00 a.m. Jerome Zweigbaum (3rd Anniversary) 
   req. Annette & Guy Gallagher 
 11:30 a.m. William McCann req. Joan Reilly 
Wednesday, January 13 
 6:45 a.m. William Bordinaro req. Martin Ward 
 8:00 a.m. Kenneth Goldberg req. Monique Lemieux 
 11:30 a.m. Richard J. Cohan  req. Hemmer Family 
Thursday, January 14 
 6:45 a.m. Julia Kanca req. Kevin & Maureen Ward 
 8:00 a.m. Dorothy Morley req. Peg & Jim Quinlan 
 11:30 a.m. E. Luis Marzoa req. Amnery Cortina 
Friday, January 15 
 6:45 a.m. Julia Amalfitano  
   req. Maureen & Larry Grenner 
 8:00 a.m. Charles Giordanella req. Ramsay Family 
 11:30 a.m. Richard J. Cohan req. Cynthia & Ron Barry 
Saturday, January 16 
 9:00 a.m. Julianne Kanca req. Joan & George Carbone 
 5:30 p.m. Judith Natalie Mahoney req. Martino Family 
Sunday, January 17 
 7:30 a.m. All Parishioners 
 9:00 a.m. John Ilenko req. Crowley Family 
 10:30 a.m. Ellen O’Hara req. Margery Loftus 
 12:00 p.m. Mary Lou Hull req. Frances Buglio 

NEXT WEEKEND’S PRESIDERS 
(always subject to change) 

 

Saturday   1/16   5:30 p.m. Fr. Sebastian 
Sunday     1/17   7:30 a.m. Fr. Sebastian 
    9:00 a.m. Fr. Tom 
  10:30 a.m. Fr. Tom 
  12:00 p.m. Fr. Tom 

               Sharing the Gift of Treasure 
 

               “John tried to prevent him, saying, ‘I need to 
be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?’” 

- Matthew 3:14 
 

Each of us has received the Baptism that John sought - a 
Baptism into the Church of Jesus.  The United States 
Catholic Catechism for Adults starts that “Jesus’ 
immersion in the water is a sign for all human beings of 
the need to die to themselves to do God’s will.”  in other 
words, as baptized Catholics there is only one simple gift 
that we need to give to Jesus.  The only gift God wants is 
a complete offering of ourselves.  Once we surrender 
ourselves to God in this way, we will know in our hearts 
what else God might call us to do. 

 
 

Sacrificial Offering December 2008 $47,075 
Sacrificial Offering December 2009 $44,671 

 

ParishPay December 2008 $2,075 
ParishPay December 2009 $6,443 

 

Immaculate Conception 2008 $2,402 
Immaculate Conception 2009 $2,436 

 

Retired Religious Collection 2008 $4,932 
Retired Religious Collection 2009 $5,211 

 

December 2009 Maintenance & Repair $5,981 
 

Christmas Collection numbers will be in next 
week’s bulletin. 

 

Thank you for your generosity to St. Catharine 

St. Christopher’s Inn 
 

The homeless men who are being treated at 
the Inn are in need of clothes.  Please bring 
your clean, warm clothes to the Msgr. Holmes 
building on Sunday, January 17th from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Thank you for your 
generous support.  Please call Bill Hayes 201-
857-3082 with any questions. 

MOTHERS Anniversary Mass & Reception 
 

St. Catharine’s MOTHERS group cordially 
invites current and past members to the 
MOTHERS Anniversary Mass and Reception 
on Wednesday, January 27th at 7:30 p.m. 
followed by a reception in Community Hall.  
For more information contact Tara Piazza at 
tarapiazza@yahoo.com or 201-857-4178. 
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Grade 9 Confirmation Teachers 
will meet on Wednesday, January 
13th at 7:30 p.m. in the Religious 
Education Office. 

 

The G.I.F.T. program is scheduled to begin on Thursday, 
Jan. 21st.  Some of the courses are:  
“Meeting Thomas Merton Again for the First Time,” 
     presenter: Sr. Kathleen Deignan. 
“What Every Teen Wants Their Parent to Know...But is Afraid To   
     Tell Them”  presenters: Glen McCall & Deacon John McKeon 
“Come and Meet the Pastors of Our GIFT Community!”  
     presenters: Bishop Flesey, Fr. Stagg, Msgr. Roaniak. Msgr. Cull 
“Darkness Into Light,” presenter: Rev. Dan Bottoff. 
 

All these Courses will be held at Mt. Carmel, Ridgewood on 
Thursdays, Jan. 21, 28, Feb 4 and 11 from 7:30-9 p.m.  Fee: $35. 
 

Wednesday Classes: Wed. Jan 20, 27 and February 3 & 10  
“Luke at Luke’s” 12:30-2 p.m. or 7:30-9 p.m.  Presenter: Fr. Jim 
White.  Course will be held at St. Luke’s in Ho-Ho-Kus.  Fee: $35. 
 

Saturday Workshop: Jan. 30 9:30 am – 1:00 pm  
“Be Not Afraid: Turning to God in Times of Fear and Uncertainty”.  
Presenter: Janet Pfieffer at St. Catharine Community Hall 9:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m.  Fee: $25., light breakfast included. 
 

To register or for more information call the  
Religious Education Office 201-444-5690. 

ALTAR SERVER ROBES 
Did you notice our beautiful, new altar server robes?   

If you are interested in donating towards the 
purchase, the cost is approximately $50.00 each. 
Please forward any donations to the rectory in an 

envelope marked “altar server robes”.   
Thank you for your generosity. 

ACADEMY OF OUR LADY 
 

OPEN HOUSE DATES 
Please come and visit us on: 

Tuesday, February 2    9 AM - 10:30 AM 
Wednesday, February 3   9 AM - 10:30 AM 
Tours also available by appointment, 201-445-0622. 

 

Call to arrange “Buddy Day” Visits available for 
students entering Grades 2 - 8. 

 

REGISTRATION DATES FOR 2010-11 
 

Pre-Kindergarten Registration for three and four 
year old classes and Kindergarten is ongoing.  
Please call for details, a tour and an application. 
Grades 1-8 Registration will take place 8-10AM on: 
Mon. 2/8 For siblings of parishioner students 1-8 
Wed. 2/10 For all new parishioner students 1-8 
Thu. 2/11 For non-parish. siblings of current students 1-8 
Fri. 2/12 OPEN REGISTRATION for all grades 
 
 

CONSIDER THE ACADEMY OF OUR LADY 
ADVANTAGE! 

 

At Academy of Our Lady all teachers are state-certified and 
dedicated to the academic, social and faith formation of our 
students.  Academy of Our Lady curriculum blends state of 
the art technology with traditional methods incorporating 
multiple intelligences based on the New Jersey Standards 
and the Archdiocesan Guidelines. 
 

We offer morning and after-care, indoor and outdoor play 
areas, a full-time School Nurse and several after school 
enrichment activities. 
 

Academy of Our Lady is accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools.  Personalized tours or 
Buddy Days are easily arranged.  Come and see the 
Academy of Our Lady Advantage.  For further information, 
please call 201-445-0622.  Birth and baptismal certificates 
are required for registration. www.academyofourlady.org. 
 

The Students, Faculty and 
Administration wish you a Happy New Year 

filled with Jesus’ love and peace. 

CYO 7-9:30 PM 
 

Tonight: Family Feud! 
Next week:  Freshman/Sophomore 

Retreat & Homecoming! 
Please call Mrs. Miller with any questions: 201-693-3743 

2010 Church Calendars 
We are looking to provide 2010 Church 

calendars.  Please check next week’s bulletin 
for more info. 

How to Report Abuse: 
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all 
allegations of sexual misconduct by members of the 
clergy, religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese. 
 

We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of 
sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that we 
may take appropriate action to protect others and 
provide support to victims of sexual abuse.  Individuals 
who wish to report on allegations of sexual misconduct 
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child & 
Youth Protection, 201-407-3256. 
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PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 
contact Annette Gallagher 201-612-4660 or ParishFamilyLife@stcatharinechurch.org 

Winter Bereavement Group 
Have you recently lost a loved one?  Join our winter 
Bereavement Support Group which will meet on Sunday 
afternoons beginning January 24th from 2-3:30 p.m. in the 
Charity room.  You may just show up on January 24th at 2 
p.m. or for further info or to pre-register, contact Susan 
Mackie 201-670-9503 or swernermackie@hotmail.com. 
 

The intent of these meetings is to support one another during 
the beginning stages of the grief process.  Only those who are 
presently going through grief or have experienced loss can 
relate.  Being a part of a grief group is a way of helping others 
which can contribute to our own healing.  In this group we 
stress confidentiality and mutual support.  There are no 
“shoulds” in grief.  We let others who have gone through the 
grief process help us understand and deal with our grief.  
Grief takes time. 

Shawl Ministry 
The Shawl Ministry will greet the New Year and each other on  
Tuesday, January 12th at 7:30 p.m. in the conference room of the 
Ministry Center.  New members are always welcome.  The meetings 
are informal gatherings where we discuss or work on projects, learn 
new skills, trade ideas and bless shawls or lapghans for distribution.  
The shawls/lapghans can be knit or crocheted and are provided to 
anyone in need of a blessing due to an illness, loss of a loved one or 
other life altering events.  The ministry is based on an international 
ecumenical movement begun in 1998. 
 

Anyone who would like to participate but cannot attend the meetings is 
invited to make shawls on your own.  Requests for shawls/lapghans 
are encouraged and can be made by the yellow form on the narthex 
table or by calling 201-612-4660 for more information. 

           M.O.T.H.E.R.S. 
 

M.O.T.H.E.R.S. - Mothers Organized to Help, 
Educate, Recreate & Support.  Mothers are invited 
to participate in any or all of our activities.  Contact 
Judy at sconorson@optonline.net or Regina at 

sixhartes@aol.com for more information.   
 

M.O.T.H.E.R.S. Anniversary Mass  Please plan to join us - see 
the information in this bulletin on page 2. 
 

Yoga - The Wednesday yoga sessions have started again.  To sign 
up or for info, contact Mary Ann McBride (the2mcbees@aol.com). 

Separated, Divorced or Widowed? 
Many people who have suffered the loss of a loved one 
through separation, divorce or death feel left out of, unsure 
of themselves and uncertain about their future.  The 
Beginning Experience weekend helps single-again persons 
emerge into the light of a new beginning.  For additional 
information about the next weekend, May 21-23, contact 
Annette Gallagher, contact info above. 

Ministers of Care to Homebound Parishioners 
Ministers of Care to Homebound Parishioners provide a vital 
link between the parish community and parishioners who are 
homebound (either temporarily or permanently).  If you are 
homebound and wish to receive one or more of the following 
services OR if you wish to provide one or more of the following 
services -– kindly contact our Ministers of Care to Homebound 
Parishioners coordinator Frank Mikos 201-445-6318 or 
f.mikos62@yahoo.com.  Services include: bringing the 
Eucharist, visiting or calling the homebound, providing 
transportation to the doctor, preparing an occasional meal and 
light grocery shopping. 

Good Grief 
 

Experiencing loss in our lives - the loss of a significant relationship, the 
diminishment of health, a job change or the death of a loved one sets 
us into a whirlwind of thoughts and feelings.  We are invited to a deeper 
trust in God and the challenge to explore ‘Good Grief’.  For more 
information on this day of reflection on January 23 at the Franciscan 
Spiritual Retreat Center in Ridgewood, contact Annette Gallagher at 
201-612-4660 or parishfamilylife@stcatharinechurch.org. 

Women’s Weekend Retreat 
If you are seeking a closer relationship with the Lord or would 
like to renew that relationship, Church of the Presentation 
invites you to their Women’s Journey Retreat Weekend 
February 19 to 21, 2010, at San Alfonso Retreat House in Long 
Branch, NJ. If you would like to register or have any  
questions, please leave a message on our Hotline # 201-327-
1313 ext.878.  Deadline for registration is January 29th. 

ST. CATHARINE ASSOCIATION  
OF MATURE PARISHIONERS 

 

Our next General Meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 21st  in Community Hall.  Please use the 
Bell Tower entrance.  Entertainment is being arranged.  We 
invite eligible parishioners, i.e. those fifty years or older, who are 
interested in joining to come to this meeting.  If anyone is in need 
of transportation to the meeting please call Ronnie Fleissner at 
201-447-4580.  
 

ACTIVITIES: 
 

 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at the Brownstone on 
Thursday, March 11th.  The cost is $45.00.  Festivities start at 
11:00 a.m. followed by the usual spectacular lunch.  Call Mary 
Wilson at 201-791-3812 for reservations. 
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Peace and Justice Corner 
 

"If someone who has the riches of this world sees his brother in need 
and closes his heart to him, how does the love of God abide in 

him?" (1 Jn 3:17) 
 

Catholic Social Teaching Theme #2 "Option for the poor" 
Because poorer members of societies do not have the same 
resources as wealthier, more powerful members, Catholic Social 
Teaching says that we must focus special attention on meeting their 
needs. This obligation to evaluate social and economic activity from 
the viewpoint of the poor and powerless arises from the radical 
command to love one's neighbor as one's self.    
 

"As followers of Christ, we are challenged to make a fundamental 
"option for the poor" -- to speak for the voiceless, to defend the 
defenseless, to assess life styles, policies, and social institutions 
in terms of their impact on the poor.... As Christians, we are called 
to respond to the needs of all our brothers and sisters, but those with 
the greatest needs require the greatest response." Economic 
Justice for All, #16 U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1986 
 

"Let each one examine his conscience, a conscience that conveys a 
new message for our times. Is he prepared to support out of his own 
pocket, works and undertaking organized in favor of the most 
destitute? Is he ready to pay higher taxes so that the public 
authorities can intensify their efforts in favor of development? Is he 
ready to pay a higher price for imported goods so that the producer 
may be more justly rewarded." On the Development of Peoples 
#48 �Paul VI, 1967 
 

ACTION: Choose a group characterized as poor  (i.e. migrant 
workers,  the handicapped, immigrants, HIV orphans,  
subsistence farmers, the illiterate, the uninsured, unwed 
mothers,  trafficked girls, the imprisoned), and learn about 
current US social policies affecting that group.  How can you 
help shape the social policies that most impact that group?  

Caregiver Support Group 
Christian Health Care Adult Day Services at Christian Health Care 
Center (CHCC) in Wyckoff is holding a Caregiver Support Group 
from noon to 1 p.m. Tuesday, January 12.  The meeting is open to 
the public and no reservations are necessary.  The meeting will be 
held at CHCC, 301 Sicomac Ave. in Wyckoff.  Follow signs for 
Hillcrest Residence.  The meeting provides support to people caring 
for a loved one suffering from dementia and other medical problems 
relating to aging.  In addition, information about area social services 
will be available, and attendees will have an opportunity to ask 
questions or vent their feelings and share knowledge with others 
facing similar issues.  Caregiver Support Groups are held the second 
Tuesday of every month.  For info, call Ms. Sherer 201-848-5830 or 
visit www.chccnj.org. 

                    Counseling Offered 
 

                                   Then your light will break forth like the    
                                dawn, and your healing will quickly appear!                     
                                                                                 Isaiah 58:8 

Ginnie Smith Bailey M.S. MFT offers counseling to parish and 
local families.  Her services include working with individuals, 

couples, families &  children. Her work is grounded in intensive 
Gestalt therapy, and is integrated with other prevalent 

modalities. Ginnie has extensive experience in working with 
children and adolescents.  Her work is insurance reimbursable 

with most carriers, and she maintains a sliding scale fee for 
uninsured.  201-445-3703 X 347 

Job Seekers of Montclair: 
A free, non-sectarian job search training and support group 
open to all at Luke’s Church (dining hall) 73 S. Fullerton 
Ave., Montclair (corner of Union and S. Fullerton Ave.) 

Wednesday evenings 7:30-9:15 p.m. 
Call: 973-783-3442 (leave msg.) or www.jobseekersofmontclair.org 
January 13 Handling Your Finances 
January 20 Recognizing Your Accomplishments 

“Direction For Our Times” 
A monthly prayer group of , “Direction For Our Times”, a new 
world-wide Catholic lay apostolate, meets every Third 
Thursday of the month from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at Guardian Angel 
Parish, 320 Franklin Turnpike, Allendale.  We meet in the “Red 
Barn” next to the church.  We recite the luminous mysteries of 
the Rosary and someone will read the monthly message from 
Jesus Christ the returning King, as given to “Anne”, the 
founding lay apostolate from Ireland.  The monthly message 
from our Lord is given the 1st of every month and can be found 
on the website.  Please visit www.directionforourtimes.org for 
information and resources.  All are welcome. 

MANIFESTING THE SPIRIT 
The Christmas season closes this Sunday with the Baptism of the 
Lord. This feast is a sister to last week’s feast of the Epiphany. Each 
of them celebrates an “epiphany,” or a manifestation of the Spirit of 
God in Jesus—first in his birth, and now at his baptism.  
 

The divine Spirit is manifested in all of the scriptures for this feast. 
Psalm 104 highlights the Spirit of God creating and renewing the 
earth, while the reading from Isaiah describes God restoring Israel. In 
Luke’s account of the baptism of the Lord the Holy Spirit descends 
upon Jesus. And the letter from Titus reminds us that the Holy Spirit 
was “richly poured out” on us also, through the “bath of rebirth” (Titus 
3:5, 6).         © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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